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or rode side by side in the processions during the funeral of the late
Queen ; it was believed that the hatchet had been buried and a
" complete understanding " effected during the days of mourning.
The student of documents will look in vain at this time or in the
subsequent three years for any trace of the deep scheme to reverse
the traditional British policy with which the King was afterwards
credited by some of his admirers in Britain and most of his critics and
opponents abroad. All deep scheming for a long-term future was
foreign to his character. His judgment was shrewd and keen about
a given transaction and the persons engaged in it, and when his
sympathies were enlisted or his temper roused, he spoke warmly and
sharply, but he was not the profound student of affairs bent on a
new policy, and still less the vindictive enemy of his nephew that
some romantic portraits have depicted him as being. In spite of many
exasperating incidents in previous years, he seems at this time to have
made a sincere effort to put their relations on the amicable footing
that policy and the national interest required.
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The South African war swamped all domestic politics in the first
year of the new King's reign, but there was at least one transaction
in foreign affairs which was to have far-reaching consequences during
the coming years. This was the conclusion by Lansdowne, who had
now left the War Office and become Foreign Secretary, of the British-
Japanese Alliance.
The story of the Far East was broken off in a previous chapter
at the point at which Germany, Russia and Great Britain, having
occupied respectively Kiao-Chow, Port Arthur and Wei-Hai-Wei,
stood frowning at each other from these points of vantage. During
the next eighteen months they were compelled to suspend their
rivalries in face of the storm against " foreign devils" which their
operations were raising in China, and which burst upon them in the
Boxer Rebellion of 1900. For nearly six weeks China was cut off
from communications with the outside world, and the most alarming
rumours reached Europe. It was .believed that the Pekin legations
had been stormed and their inmates slaughtered, and arrangements
were actually being made for a Memorial service in St. Paul's Cathedral
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